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Quote of the month: 
Knowledge for the mind, like

Food for the body, is intended to

Feed and develop growth, but it requires

To be well digested, the more

Thoroughly and slowly the process is

Carried out, the better both for the

Body and the mind.

Unknown
Legislative Update:
Unfortunately the legislation we advocated for this year: seeking to remove the requirement of the governor’s signature for the release of persons who were convicted as juveniles; and those convicted under the felony murder statue, who were not the principle in committing the murder, did not pass. We are currently assessing our efforts doing this general assembly session, and will be meeting to plan strategies for moving forward. We are mindful that the struggle to change this policy must be constant, and sustained. History teaches us that just because this is clearly an injustice; it will neither change on its own volition, nor through the good will of those responsible for it. It will only come through our persistence, tireless efforts, and commitment to make it so. In our not so distant past, we should be reminded of the atrocities that existed in South Africa during the apartheid era, the whole world was against the government, yet the policies continued for many years. June 3, 2012 will mark the 19th year this policy has existed. However, it has only been since 2009 that we began an organized effort to change this policy. Within two years we were successful in getting legislation passed, and because of it two individuals are being released. This is a huge step in the right direction, and we hope the beginning for others to follow. This is not a time for wow is me, this is a time to celebrate a victory, however small that Tamara Settle, and Mark Farley will be gaining their freedom, largely because of our; your efforts. 
	
	
	


Jessup Region: 
JCI
We met with a group of lifers at JCI 3/30; over 150 people attended the meeting. The evening was billed as ‘A night with the Maryland Restorative Initiative,’ and the theme was, “The strength of any effort is the exact measure of its results.” The rallying call was, “Never give in, and Never give up!  Following an update on our legislative initiative, we were able to answer questions on the juvenile and felony murder bills. The group is still organizing, and plans to invite us back for strategy sessions in the future.
MCI-J: 
MCI-W: 
We are planning to attend an Annual National Day of Prayer service May 3 at MCI-W
Hagerstown Region:
MCTC:
MCI-H: 
We  attended  a legal symposium at MCI-H April 19, and the event was a huge success. The men there are really doing great work, and we are honored to be able to support their efforts. We were also able to meet with Mark Farley, who will soon be released, and will need our support. 

RCI:
We were unable to attend the event at RCI, bur have received reports that it was a success.
Cumberland Region:
WCI: 
WCI is working on a few projects that require some research.
NBCI: 
We finally have two people at NBCI to discriminate information for us, but this is a work in process. 
Easton Shore Region:
ECI: 
ECI now has lifer programs on both sides of the institution, and we will be bringing you updates as they occur.
Patuxent: 
General News: 
Responses from inside some of the institutions, and from some family members and friends on the pending release of Tamara Settles, and Mark Farley are disturbing in some respects, so I am ending this new letter with this poem.
DON’T QUIT

When things go wrong, as they sometimes will. 

When the roads you’re trudging seem all up hill. When 

the funds are low and the debts are high, and you want 

to smile, but you have to sigh.  When cares are pressing 

you down a bit, rest if you must, but don’t you quit. Life 

is strange with its twists and turns as every one of us 

sometimes learns. And many a failure turns about, 

When he might have won had he stuck it out.  Don’t give 

up though the pace seems slow. 

You may succeed with another blow. Success is failure 

turned inside out, the silver tint of the clouds of doubt. 

And you can never tell how close you are, it may be 

near when it seems so far. So, stick to the fight, when 

you’re hardest Hit. It’s when things seem worst that you 

Must not quit.  I don’t know who wrote this. 

Anonymous
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The strength of any effort, is the exact measure of its result.

“Never give in – Never give up.” 
Walter Lomax, P.O. Box 33313, M.R.J. I. 4 Phases, 

Baltimore, Maryland 21218
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