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Quote of the month: 
I have felt along in the midst of a crowd, yet I have felt in the midst of a crowd while alone.
Original

Town Hall Meeting:
Our Town Hall meeting 1/7/2012, was well attended with family members, friends, and members from the community.   Special thanks to Brother Fanon Hill, for maintaining security at the door for us, and Delegate Sheryl Glenn for sharing valuable information at the meeting. We also want to thank Tracy over at JPI,  Steven Waddy and Sarah Posner from the ACLU, Ms. Lea Green, President for Md. CURE, Rev. Hugh Daniels, Ms. Ginger and her cousins, Ms. Merle Marrow, Ms. Mary Pat, Ms. Tammy Blackmon, Ms. Corrine Stanley, and all the many family members and friends who attended. 
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Legislative Update:

The issue and our focus are people who were juveniles when sentenced to parole eligible life sentences; and the felony murder rule, where the person was not the primary in the crimes. In Maryland there are 269 people who were juveniles when sentenced to parole eligible sentences, 226 of them are African Americans, 84%. They all have now effectively been sentenced to ‘Life without parole.’ 

 
This is a first draft of the language  for the juvenile legislation:

For the purpose of providing that if eligible for parole under certain provisions of law, a certain eligible person or inmate who is serving a sentence of life imprisonment based on an act committed while a minor may be paroled without the approval of the Governor; and generally relating to sentences of life imprisonment.

And this is a first draft of the language for the felony murder legislation: 

IF ELIGIBLE FOR PAROLE UNDER THIS SUBSECTION, AN INMATE WHO IS SERVING A TERM OF LIFE IMPRISONMENT BASED ON A CONVICTION UNDER SEC. 2-201(A)(4) OF THE CRIMINAL LAW ARTICLE INVOLVING CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH THE INMATE WAS not a principal in the first degree TO THE CRIME MAY BE PAROLED WITHOUT THE APPROVAL OF THE GOVERNOR.  The parole board shall make the determination of whether the inmate was not a principal in the first degree by a preponderance of the evidence.
We initially wanted to file one bill with all language included, but some of our supporters felt that it was best to file two bills.

Note: These are not the final drafts, this in only a progress report. Once we have bill numbers, and hearing dates we will forward this information as soon as possible. It is important that you continue to keep your family members and friends up-dated so that they can attend rallies, testify at hearings, and submit written testimony
Jessup Region:

JCI Letters from or To; Arlando “Tray” Jones III
MCI-J: Letters from or To: 
MCI-W
Letter from or To: 
Hagerstown Region:
MCTC:
Letters From or To: 
MCI-H: Letters From or To: Gary Pescrillo, Dean Wright, Michael Ringgold, Mr. Gary Miller, Mr. Alonzo E. Turner-Bey, 
RCI: Letters From or To:
 Robert Stewart, (3) 

Cumberland Region:
WCI: Letters From or To:  
NBCI: Letters From or To: Damon Jones
Easton Shore Region:
ECI: Letters From or To: Mr. Ronald Drake
Patuxent: Letters From or To: Donald E. Scaggs, Donald Bovello, Mr. John A. Jones, 
Registration forms & letters:
We continue to receive registration forms, and will be updating our data base soon.
General News: 
Since we will be celebrating Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. this month I feel it only appropriate to share something from him:  “We must come to see that human progress never rolls in on the wheels of inevitability, it comes through the tireless efforts and persistent work of people willing to make a change,” - Faith without good deeds is no faith at all-- Hope without action is like luke-warm acceptance from those who claim to care, which is more bewildering then outright rejection from those who don’t.” And, quoting our esteemed brother, Frederick Douglass:  “Power concedes nothing without a demand. It never did and it never will.” 
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The strength of any effort, is the exact measure of its result.

“Never give in – Never give up.” 
Walter Lomax, P.O. Box 33313, M.R.J. I. 4 Phases, 

Baltimore, Maryland 21218
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